





Eye Donors Help Researchers Develop Sight-Saving

Glaucoma Treatments

For decades, the Missouri Lions Eye Research Foundation
has focused on the detection and treatment of glaucoma,
both through our Glaucoma Detection Program and our
support of ocular research around the world.

One way we help in the fight against glaucoma, the
second leading cause of blindness, is by supplying
researchers like iScience Interventional Corporation
(www.iscienceinterventional.com) with donated whole
globes through our Heartland Lions Eye

Banks if the corneas are not suitable for

transplant.

iScience develops cutting-edge

technologies, such as the iTRACK™-250

Microcatheter and iLumin™ [lluminator,

which are used for Canaloplasty

procedures. Canaloplasty is a minimally

invasive surgery that reduces lower intraocular pressure
by up to 40%, saving the vision a glaucoma patient

has and helping to prevent further deterioration. The
microcatheter is threaded into the Schlemm’s canal of
the eye to expand the canal and to place a suture stent to
open it up permanently. The iLumin sends light through
the catheter, allowing the surgeon to see where the
catheter is throughout the procedure.
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According to Stan Conston, Vice President, Research

& Development at iScience, donated eyes are critical

in the continued research of glaucoma and age-

related macular degeneration (AMD) treatments,

“Many diseases can affect our eyes and take away

our precious gift of sight. Developing treatments

to help prevent blindness takes a team effort, and

a key part of that team is the eye banks and their

donors. The human eye has unique structures and
features that are not found in animal
eyes. Providing donor eyes for research is
therefore an important part of the efforts
to advance our understanding of disease
and creating effective treatments. The
generosity of donors and their families
is keenly appreciated by everyone in the
ophthalmic research and development

community.”

By pledging to become an eye donor, you could
potentially help two individuals through transplant
or thousands through ocular research. Either way,
you have the power to improve the quality of life
for someone suffering from a debilitating vision
condition.
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2010 Art “Works” for Transplantation Contest

This year, you have the opportunity to share both your artistic talents and your
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transplant journey with the donation community.

The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) at the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services is inviting transplant recipients, transplant candidates and
donor family members to submit an original work of art to be the signature artwork
for the 2010 National Learning Congress Gallery of Hope. All submissions will be

on display in the Gallery of Hope throughout the 6th Donation and Transplantation
National Learning Congress on November 3-4, 2010 in Grapevine, Tex. Entries must
be received by May 1, 2010.

Many of our cornea recipients have shared their talents with Heartland Lions Eye
Banks by providing artwork for holiday cards, posters and media events. We encourage
you, and any other artists affected by transplantation, to consider joining the HRSA in
their efforts to spread the word about donation. For more information, please contact
Nicole Plegge at 800-283-1982, ext. 115 or at nplegge@hleb.org.
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Join Us in Celebrating
Nationc 2 Ponor Monin

Every March, Heartland Lions Eye Banks and our partner
hospitals honor those who have given the gift of sight and
encourage others to register as eye donors during National
Eye Donor Month (NEDM).

To spread the message of donation, the Eye Bank provides
hospitals with a variety of promotional materials, including
posters, table tents, paycheck inserts and t-shirts, as well
as hosts memorial services throughout the month. In
addition, the Eye Bank works closely with the media in
our service areas to share stories of those whose lives

| have been changed thanks to the generosity of eye
donors.

For details on NEDM and upcoming events, please
visit www.hleb.org/Educational/NEDM.html.

NATIONAL EYE DONOR MONTH 2010



