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If you would like a PDF copy of inFocus

sent to your email account in lieu of or

in addition to receiving the print version
please contact annie@hleb.org.

Racing for Vision!

One hundred percent of the funds raised from the
Ultramax Triathlon Events Series benefit the programs
of the Missouri Lions Eye Resesarch Foundation,
including the Heartland Lions Eye Banks.

2004 Race Schedule
April 4: MaxTrax Duathlon, Columbia, MO
May 2: Race For Sight, Columbia, MO
June 19: QuarterMax, Innsbrook, MO
June 19: MiniMax, Innsbrook, MO
June 20: HalfMax, Innsbrook, MO
July 31-Aug. 1: Max-O-Mania, Innsbrook, MO
Sept. 25: U.S. Half Triathlon Championship,
Kansas City, MO

a 501(c)3 notfor-profit

e service the fri-state area with four eye bank branches in

Missouri located in Columbia, Springfield, St. Louis and Kansas City, a branch in Springfield, lllinois and another in
Hays, Kansas. Please visit our web site at www.hleb.org for more information, or call us at 888-240-4160.
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Heartland Lions Eye Banks
Reaches Out to Hospice Programs

Many hospice patients have limited options
when it comes to organ and tissue donation
due to their terminal illness. However, the
maijority of hospice patients are able to
give the gift of sight by becoming an eye
donor. Making the decision to donate
vision has given many hospice patients
who are dealing with a terminal illness a
sense of control and comfort during a
difficult time. Additionally, many hopsice
patients and their families are comforted
in knowing that a part of them will live on
in others once they are gone.

The Hospital Development

(HD) staff at the Heartland

Lions Eye Banks is currently

focusing on an outreach to

hospice care workers and

patients in order to raise

awareness of the possibilities

of eye donation. During this

outreach, HLEB hopes to educate hospice
patients on their ability to become eye
donors, while increasing the overall number
of hospice patients who choose to donate.
The HLEB HD staff also gives clear and
concise instructions fo hospice care workers
on how their patients can carry through
their decision to donate.

“So far, the response from local hospice
programs has been very good,” said Shelly
Germany, HLEB's Springfield, Missouri
Branch Manager and area HD contact.

In the past year, Germany, like many of
the other HLEB HD staff members, has made
an effort to get out and connect with local
hospice care workers about eye donation.
By providing a variety of educational
materials and talking to hospice workers,
HLEB hopes to let more hospice care patients
know of their option fo become eye donors.

“By not asking patients
about donation, the
care giver makes the
choice for them,” said
Kim Boehmer-
Maslovara, HLEB's St.
Louis Branch Manager
and HD contact.
“Patients need to be offered the choice of
donation.”

To learn more about HLEB's hospice

outreach please contact your local HD
contact listed on page 6.
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From the Executive Director’s Desk

Eye donation can provide the donor family
with a great sense of consolation, and most
of us know the tremendous benefit that a
cornea transplant can have on someone'’s
life. However, eye donation brings about
much more good than restoring two people’s
vision. In fact, it is just the beginning of
a cascade of benefits for mankind. The non-transplantable
tissuess of a donated eye can contribute to developing
treatments for many types of currently incurable forms of
blindness.

The Heartland Lions Eye Banks receive requests for eye
tissue from scientists throughout our service area, including
Kansas State University, University of Kansas Medical Center,
University of Missouri Health Sciences Center, Washington
University and St. Louis University. We also receive a
surprising number of requests from other research centers,
including the National Eye Institute of the National Institutes
of Health (NIH) in the Washington, DC area. Each scientific
project has specific needs for the type of eye tissue, as well
as a specific protocol to maintain the suitability of the eye
tissue until studied. Because of this, one eye donor could
contribute to multiple projects: cataract research, several
types of retinal blindness research as well as corneal
research, if the corneas were found to be unsuitable for
transplant.

In addition to directly supplying eye tissue to scientists, HLEB
is proud to be the largest provider of eye tissue to the
National Disease Research Interchange (NDRI), a notfor-
profit agency set up by the NIH to match scientists’ needs
for human tissues for research with eye and tissue banks
around the country. NDRI is especially helpful for placing
eye tissue from donors with certain diseases, such as diabetes,
glaucoma, macular degeneration, or retinitis pigmentosa.

Scientists in our service area get first priority for research
tissue. However, the need for research eye tissue is not
constant, so there are times when HLEB can supply scientists
in other areas, for at least some types of ocular research.

Research efforts have brought us the ability to routinely
remove cataracts and transplant corneas. Research is our
only hope to someday be able to save eyesight for people
with diabetic retinopathy, macular degeneration, and many
other incurable forms of blindness.

Move to System-Wide Staff Recovery

Over the past few months, the Heartland Lions Eye Banks
have transitioned to a system where its eye bank staff carries
out all tissue refrievals in our service area. Previously, some
tissue recoveries in select areas had been carried out by
trained funeral home staff. While this system worked well
for many years, several important factors led to the decision
to change to staff-only retrievals.

First, increased regulations on training, tissue quality and
safety to recipients mandated by the federal government
made this action necessary. This change will improve eye
tissue quality by reducing its preservation time, allowing
HLEB a significant increase in tissues for transplant.

In many cases, HLEB staff will be using an in situ procedure,
where only the cornea is retrieved instead of the whole eye.
This type of procedure will decrease the death-to-processing
time of the tissue and improve the restoration process for
funeral home staff. Overall, the Heartland Lions Eye Banks
believes this change will benefit all parties involved in the
donation process and give patients a better chance for
transplant.

HLEB and HIPAA Compliance

The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPAA) has been a hot topic in the medical community
now for nearly a decade. The act, which was signed into
law in 1996 to protect personally identifiable health
information, has had a large impact on the measures that
hospitals need to take to keep patient information private.

But how does HIPAA affect the organ and eye tissue banking
community? According to an exemption outlined in Federal
Register Vol. 65, No. 250, Dec. 28, 2000 §164.512,

A covered entity may disclose protected health information
without authorization, consent or agreement to organ
procurement organizations or other entities engaged in the
procurement, banking or transplantation of cadaveric organs,
eyes, or tissues for the purpose of facilitating organ, eye, or
tissue donation and transplantation.

Although the law clearly states that organ and eye tissue
banks are exempt from HIPAA regulations, the Heartland
Lions Eye Banks still holds donor health information internally
in a strictly confidential manner. For more information about
HIPAA, please visit www.hhs.gov/ocr/hipaa.

HLEB Tissue Aids in Cataract Research

The National Eye Institue estimates that more than 20 million Americans suffer from impaired vision and even blindness due
to cataracts. A cataract occurs when the lens in the eye becomes clouded and has difficulties focusing light onto the retina
to give a clear image. The majority of cataracts, known as age related nuclear cataracts (ARNC), occur as we age and cause

cloudiness in the very center of the lens.

For decades, ocular researchers have studied this type of cataract to pinpoint its
cause. The current body of research on cataracts points toward oxidation in the

center of the lens as the cause of ARNC. However, researchers have continued to
search for the cause of that oxidation within the lens. Enter Dr. Richard McNulty, a
native of Sydney, Australia who is currently studying ARNC at Washington University
in St. Louis. McNulty and his colleagues believe that the source of oxidation within

the lens that causes ARNC could be oxygen.

“We tend to think of oxygen as something good and necessary for life, but for cells
in the center of the lens that have to survive for maybe 80 years, even low levels of

oxygen may be slowly damaging.”

L-R: HLEB St. Louis Regional Manager, Tom Chouinard, Executive
Director, Dr. Ronald Walkenbach and Dr. Richard McNulty.

Since so little was known about oxygen in the human lens, McNulty started by asking several questions including: “How much
oxygen is in the lens2”, “How is it distributed there2” and “What factors control its level2” After nearly 3 years of research,
McNulty has found that the lens is very sensitive to temperature, and that at room temperature, oxygen levels in the lens can

reach toxic levels causing oxidation and thus ARNC. This finding provides an important explanation for why so many patients
have a high rate of cataract after certain eye operations where room temperature fluids are introduced to the lens. McNulty
now believes that this potential for cataracts after surgery can be avoided by simply warming any fluid that will be used during
the operation. Dr. McNulty is currently writing his thesis and preparing the results for publication in scientific journals.

HLEB Tied to Community Through Parent Foundation

The Heartland Lions Eye Banks is the largest program of its parent
organization, the Missouri Lions Eye Research Foundation (MLERF), a
501(c)3 notfor-profit corporation. The Foundation’s mission is to
preserve and restore sight, which is carried out through a variety of
programs in addition to the Heartland Lions Eye Banks. MLERF is
headquartered in Columbia, Missouri and also serves as a branch of
the Heartland Lions Eye Bank.

Other programs offered by MLERF include: free amblyopia screening
for Missouri children from six months to five years of age, free glaucoma
screenings throughout Missouri, an eye care assistance program for
indigent Missourians and an eyeglass recycling program that sends
thousands of glasses to residents of third-world countries. The Foundation
is proud to play a key role in the community, and works closely with
local Lions Clubs to fulfill its mission to restore and preserve sight. To
learn more about any of MLERF’s other programs. please
contact Tiffany Esterline, Public Relations
Manager, at 1-800-753-2265,

ext. 230.

in the community

In this last fiscal year, the Missouri Lions Eye
Research Foundation...

8,618 children for signs of amblyopia
and 1,295 people for glaucoma

10 patients through its Eye
Care Assistance program

80,000 pairs of eye?k]sses to go on
international medical missions

sight to approximately 5 people a day
through the Hecrtlong Lions

ye Banks
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Year End Hospital Statistics - January 2003 through December 2003 Celebrate National Donation Message is Close to
Donate Life Month in April >dg
Hospital Name Cornea Transplants Hospital Name Cornea Transplants ~ Donors p H O m e FO r Rec I I e n 1'
Abraham Lincoln Memorial Hospital (IL) 2 2 Lindsborg Community Hospital (KS) 2 1 H p
Allen County Hospital (KS) 8 7 Maude Norton Memorial Hospital (KS) 2 1 Secretqr{‘ Of Heqh: Gnd HUI’TCWIGE Serchs f
ﬁtcg'w”aozr_’“al'émi o) éZ g mCCS"%B’IOP':LHOSQ'?&SO) fl3 Tommy Thompson has named the month o Confidential lefters sent through the Heartland Lions Eye Banks allow
udrain Medical Center eade District Hospital : : : . . . .
Aurora Community Hospital (MO) : 1 Memorial Hospital/ Abilene (KS) 7 April, Nc:;rlc?nd %onote Life .Iv.\onth, ’rc(; Zonor donor families and cornea recipients to communicate with each other,
Bart M ial Hospital (M 4 2 M ial Hospital/ McPh KS 6 . . . .
o : 2 R T L X organ and fssue donors, recipients and donor | gfien easing an emofional fime. The following lefter wos sent fo o
; ; ; amilies. rganizarions involvea in ine . .. .
Bob Wilson Memorial Grant Co. Hospital (KS) 5 3 Mercy Health Center / Ft. Scott (KS) 6 - 9 . . donor f0m||y from a cornea reC|p|enf who is also a donor mofher,
Boone Hospl'gal Center (MO) 65 61 Mercy Healt_h Center-College Campus (KS) 15 donohon process th roughout the nation WI” K i o . K
Bothwell Regional Health Center (MO) 28 26 Mercy Hospital / Independence (KS) 6 be taking i o th i of expressing her gratitude of receiving the gift of sight.
Callaway Community Hospital (MO) 2 1 Miami County Medical Center INC. (KS) 8 e ta Ing time to recognize the QGHGFOSIW o
Cameron Regional Medical Center (MO) 2 5 Mid-America Rehabilitation Hospital (KS) 1 donors and donor families th rough ava riety
Capital Region Medical Center (MO) 14 18 Minneola District Hospital (KS) 1 1 . . .. Deor Fom” Of DOhOI’
Carlinville Hospital (1L 4 2 Missouri Rehabilitation Center (MO) 4 3 of events including picnics, luncheons, galas Y ,
Carroll County Memorial Hospital (MO) 2 2 Mitchell County Community Hospital (KS) 4 2 L H
Cass Medical Center (MO) 4 4 Moberly Regional Medical Center (MO) 2 6 Ond O_fher activities fo raise awareness Of k . d | b d k h
Cedar County Memorial Hospital (MO) 2 2 Morton County Hospital (KS) = 1 donation. Not nowing any details about my donor makes this an
Central Kansas Medical Center-Grt Bend (KS) 8 6 Mt. Carmel Medical Center (KS) 24 19 H H
Citizens Medical Center (KS) 4 3 Nemaha Valley Community Hospital (KS) 4 4 . . . GWkWOrd letter to write, t‘)Ut | must OCkn‘OWIedge this wonderful
Citizens Memorial Hospital (MO) 0 7 Neosho Memorial Hospital (KS) 0 9 Prior to 2003, National Donate Life Month gift and express my gratitude. | am a fifty-seven year old wife
Clara Barton Hospital (KS) 4 3 Nevada Regional Medical Center (MO) 2 5 h | b . k . | . M "
Clay County Hospital (L) 2 3 Newman Regional Health (KS) 4 8 was a s Ordfer celebration, known as Nahonl? of thirty four years, mother of two daughters and “Nana” to
Clay County Hospital (KS) 4 2 Newton Medical Center (KS) 4 5 Or an an Tissue Donor Aworeness Wee . H ’ . H H
Cloud County Health Center (KS) 4 3 Northeast Regional Medical Center (MO) - 7 h 9 k | h C| | h a precious grcnddaughter. | m employed fU“ fime in an Oﬁ:lce'
20293' .Cll"“';"y .H°5F|’“,\'j|" ijs)| Center (K9) 2 g “‘“ﬁh""‘?‘ Mfdilfla' qut?&é’)"'o) 2 i ir e wee wosbengt ened last y:or toa 'Eom | had my first cataract surgery August 2002. My vision was
offeyville Regional Medical Center orton County Hospital H H . . . . ..
Columbia Regional Hospital (MO) 2 5 Olathe Medical Center Inc. (KS) 37 31 ong eventszl “”tQ morTe ‘Tmp asis to tbe t cloudy immediately due to a hereditary bi-lateral condition
Community Hospice ofAmerlc_:a (M(_)) 4 2 Ottawa County Hospital (KS) 2 1 mes§age or aona |9n. O ledrn more O ou called FUCh'S Dystrophy. | hOd to wait to be referred to a
Community Hospice of SW Missouri (MO) 2 2 Ozarks Medical Center (MO) 13 14 NCITIOHG' Donate Llfe Month |ease visit the
Community Memorial Hospital (KS) 4 4 Pana Community Hospital (IL) 2 2 / p ., spec|ql|st F|n0”y a Wonderful surgeon performed my corneaq
Cooper County Memorial Hospital (MO) 12 9 Passavant Memorial Area Hospital (IL) 19 13 Deportment of Health and Human Service’s ! .
Cox Medical Center North (MO) 14 1 Pershing Memorial Hospital (MO) 2 1 b ; transplant Dec. 23, 2003. The stitches may not all be removed
Cox Medical Center South (MO) 103 1 Phelps County Regional Medical Center (MO) 10 12 web page a f d it ” f” b | fh b F fh
Cox Walnut Lawn (MO) - 1 Pike County Memorial Hospital (MO) 2 1 www.organdonor.gov/donofe|ife.hfm. or ayear and It will st € several more monihs before the
Cox-Monett Hospital, Inc. (MO) 2 2 Pratt Regional Medical Center (KS) 4 6 Y H !
Crawford Memorial Hospital (IL) 4 5 Providence Medical Center (KS) 44 42 vision 1s gOOd bUf fhe tronsplgnt WOS‘G success Ond I'm on
Cushing Memorial Hospital (KS) 8 5 Putnam County Memorial Hospital (MO) 8 2 my way to hGVIﬂg normcl vision again.
Decatur County Hospital/Cedar Living Center (KS) 3 2 Ransom Memorial Hospital (KS) 4 4
goqtog’sDHispita':(MO)VAM dical Cener (<9 1 L Ray %?unéy Memgrial,HTS(&iée)ﬂ (MO) - g Meet HLEB’s Call Center Staff
wight D. Eisenhower edical Center - epublic County Hospita - . H H
Edwards County Hospital (KS) 2 1 Rice County Hospital District # 1. (KS) 2 1 HLEB's call center plays a key role in the eye From the time my surgery was scheduled in November, the
E“m kgggngzﬁllgosglstaltgl\ﬂ(% 3 L ::?gr;ggh:e&c;gﬁmﬁg;al (I - g donor recovery process. When a death donor and family have been in my prayers. | felt even more
Ellsworth County Hospital (KS) 2 1 Salem Memorial District Hospital (MO) 2 1 occurs and there is po’rentiol for CIOI’]CIﬁOh, saddened for your loss I'Ighf before the holldoys.
Excelsior Springs Medical Center (MO) 2 1 Samaritan Memorial Hospital (MO) 4 2 “ . ” f f h
Fairfax Community Hospital (MO) 5 3 Sarah Bush Lincoln_ Health Center (IL) 32 22 our call center receives a call from one of the
Fayette County Hospital (IL) 2 3 Scott County Hospital (KS) 1 2 organ procurement organizations with whom My youngest daughter was sixteen when she was killed
Fitzgibbon Memorial Hospital (MO) 10 6 Select Specialty Hospital / OP (KS) - 3 . . .
Fredonia Regional Hospital (KS) 3 4 Select Specialty Hospital / Topeka (KS) 1 3 HLEB works. Our call center contacts the instantly by a drunk driver fourteen years ago. Her fifteen-
Freeman Health Systems-West (MO) 58 48 Shelby Memorial Hospital (IL) - 1 H : . . . .
Freeman Neosho Hospital (MO) 11 ) Sheridan County Hospital (KS) 2 ) nurse af the hOSp!fG! where tbe pahent passed yeor-old best F”end dled W”h her' Thelr corneas were The
TR T . — AR — away fo get basic information from the only organs thot could be donated. We were later nofified
. ' . .
Goodland Regional Medical Center (KS) - 1 Southwest Medical Center (KS) 10 9 (pzoflllegfs mecélcal é:hqr'r. Informcmofn thathour that only one of our daughter’s corneas could be transplanted,
Gove County Medical Center (KS) 2 1 Specialty Hospital of Mid-America (KS) 2 6 a enter Coordinators receive frrom the . . P
Greeley County Hospital (_KS) 2 1 St. Anthon_y’s Memprial Hospital (IL) 33 18 nurse WI” hel determine if the erson is a bUt we never knew any 'nformchon GbOUf fhe reC|p|en’r. I
Greenwood County Hospital (KS) y L St. Catherine Hospital (KS) 6 8 : P > 17 e perst speak on Impact Panels for MADD and tell of my daughter
Hannibal Regional Hospital (MO) 4 6 St. Francis Hospital- Litchfield (IL) 10 7 suitable donor. A Technician is notified and . ]
Hanover Hospital (KS) 1 1 St. Francis Hospital-Maryville (MO) 6 3 b h kes bl he call and her friends donation and encourage people to donate.
Hays Medical Center (KS) 10 13 St. John Hospital (KS) - 4 the recovery then takes place. The call center I will be abl Il th f how ironically | ded
Heartland Regional Medical Center (MO) 42 43 St. John’s Hospice Care (MO) 4 4 | dinates d fi I ived will now be able to tell the story ot how ironically | neede
h ) . . also coorainaies daonafion on calls receive
Hedrick Medical Center (MO) 4 2 St. John’s Hospital (IL) 112 81 . . . to receive a cornea
Hiawatha Community Hospital (KS) 6 4 St. John's Hospital-Lebanon (MO) 7 5 directly from hospice agencies and funeral :
Hillsboro Area Hospital (IL) 6 4 St. John’s Mercy Hospital (MO) 22 25 homes
Hodgeman County Health Center (KS) 2 1 St. John’s Regional Health Center (MO) 99 97 . ' .
Hoton Community Hospital (KS) 2 2 St. John's Hospital Home Health Services (1L 2 2 I don’t know if your loss was unexpected or how you dealt
Horton Community Hospital (KS) - 3 St. John's Regional Medical Center (MO) 83 75 . . . .
Hospital District #1 of Crawford County (KS) 1 1 St. Joseph Memorial Hospital (KS) 4 3 W”h your grlef' I hope it brlngs some sma|| Comfort fo know
Hutchinson Hospital (KS) 23 28 St. Luke Hospital (KS) 2 1 that because of your generosity a part of your loved one lives
Jefferson County Memorial Hospital (KS) - 1 St. Mary's Good Samaritan Hospital/Centralia (IL) 11 11 . A
Jefferson Memorial Hospital (MO) 19 23 St. Mary's Health Center/JC (MO) 29 27 on in someone who is forever grateful to all of you.
Kansas City VA Medical Center (MO) 6 5 St. Vincent Memorial Hospital (IL) 1 2
Kearny County Hospital (KS) 2 2 Susan B. Allen Memorial Hospital (KS) 5 6
Labette County Medical Center (KS) 8 6 Texas County Memorial Hospital (MO) 4 3 Sincer|y and God’s blessings to you.
Lafayette Regional Health Center (MO) 8 9 Thomas H. Boyd Memorial Hospital (IL) 2 2
Lake Regional Hospital (MO) 49 36 Trego County - Lemke Memorial Hospital (KS) 2 1 S.S.
Lawrence County Memorial Hospital (L) 2 8! U. S. General Leonard Wood Army Hospital (MO) 4 3
Lawrence Memorial Hospital (KS) 22 20 University Hospital and Clinics (MO) 42 33
Lincoln County Hospital (KS) 1 1 University of Kansas Hosptials (KS) 70 96
Wamego City Hospital (KS) 2 2 Top Row, L to R: Andrew Branaum, Cheryl Robertson,
Washington County Hospital (KS) 4 4 Emily Tuttle. Bottom Row: L to R: Kimberly Merkel,
Washington County Memorial Hospital (MO) 2 1 Mozow Yusof, Reese O'Brien.
Western Missouri Medical Center (MO) 18 12
Western Plains Regional Hospital (KS) 12 9
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March 1s

National Eye Donor Month

Each year, approximately 46,000 patients receive the “Gift of Sight” through the miracle of corneal transplantation.
For those who suffer from corneal blindness due to disease or injury, a cornea transplant opens a whole new world
of improved vision. During National Eye Donor Month in March, please consider pledging to become an eye

donor and give the gift of sight through donation.

Since 1983, when President Ronald Reagan first declared March as National Eye Donor Month, a member of the
U.S. Congress has read a proclamation into the Congressional Record to note this special month each year. In
order to promote National Eye Donor Month, the Eye Bank Association of America (EBAA) and the eye banking
community emphasize the importance of eye donation during March.

What can you do to make a difference during National Eye Donor Month?
* Make the decision to donate, tell your family and put your name on your state’s donor registry.
* Encourage those around you to donate, whether they are family members, friends, patients, or coworkers.
® Learn more about how eye banks contribute to vital ocular research and assist in finding cures for blinding

eye disease.

e Contact your local eye bank to find out more about volunteer and fundraising opportunities.

Becoming an Eye Donor

Choosing to give the gift of sight through eye donation
is one of the most generous choices that you can make
to help others after you are gone. But how do you
make sure that your choice to become a donor is carried
out affer you have passed away?

Once you have made the choice to become an eye
donor, the simplest action to take is to add your name
to your state’s donor registry. A donor registry is a
secure computerized database run by your state that
keeps a confidential list of those who wish to become
organ, eye and tissue donors. You can find your state’s
donor registry by going to www.shareyourlife.org, or
calling 1-888-497-4564 in Missouri, 1-800-210-2106
in lllinois or 1-800-DONOR-91 in Kansas. If you do
not wish to place your name on a donor registry, you
may also sign the back of your driver's license.

onal EY® ponor M
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However, the most important step in becoming an eye
donor is letting your family or next-of-kin know now of
your decision to donate. Even if you have put your
name on a donor registry, or signed a license or donor
card, your family will have the final say when they are
asked for donation consent after your death. Let your
family know that they will have to make this choice,
and that you want them to give consent for your
donation.

You can be assured that your decision to become an
eye donor will touch the lives of others. Each eye
donor can restore the sight of two people through a
cornea transplant, giving the gift of sight to someone
whose vision had previously been compromised due
to disease, defect or injury. If you have any questions
about becoming an eye donor, please call the Heartland
Lions Eye Banks at 1-888-240-4160 for more

information.

h and share the vision of donation!

To Remember Me...

Give my sight to the man who has never seen a sunrise,

a baby’s face or love in the eyes of a woman.

Give my heart to person whose own heart has caused

nothing by endless days of pain.

Give my blood to the teenager who was pulled from

the wreckage of his car so that he might live to see his

grandchildren play.

Give my kidneys to one who depends on a machine to

exist from week to week.

Take my bones, every muscle, every fiber and nerve in
my body and find a way to make a crippled child walk.

If you must bury something, let it be my faults, my

weaknesses and all prejudice against my fellow man.

Give my sins to the devil, give my soul to God.

If, by chance, you wish to remember me, do it with a
kind deed or word to someone who needs you.

If you do all I have asked, | will live forever.

-Robert Test

the green ribbon

The green ribbon is a symbol that is unique to organ,
tissue and eye donation. The ribbon was adopted to
show support of organ, tissue and eye donation and to
honor those who have given the gift of donation to others.
For many, the green ribbon also symbolizes those who
are on a waiting list for a life saving organ transplant.
Additionally, the color green is important to the ribbon
as it is a symbol of peace, endurance and rebirth. Show
your support of donation during
National Eye Donor Month in
March and National Donate Life
Month in April and wear a green
ribbon or pin!

Choose A
to - s\Q
become an eye donor and give the gift of pg.

Champions of Donation

Throughout National Eye Donor Month, the Heartland
Lions Eye Banks wish to thank the many individuals who
assist in the donation process. One such group of
individuals are hospital chaplains and other designated
requestors who speak with the families of possible donors
to encourage organ, tissue and eye donation. Chaplains
and designated requestors must balance comforting a
family during their loss with offering the option of donation.

Chaplain Ed Hahn of St. John Regional Medical Center
in Joplin, Missouri has had many years of experience in
giving the option of donation to families after a loved one
has passed away. Recently,

Ed shared some of his tips and

techniques for successfully

offering the option of donation

to a possible donor family.

“There is a certain giftedness
that is involved in being a
chaplain,” said Hahn. “You Chaplain Ed Hahn
must be good with people.”

Chaplains and designated requestors who are at ease
with talking to a family are much more likely to build a
strong relationship with them- a definite key to approaching
about donation. When a relationship is present, the
family has a greater sense of trust, and is more open to
hearing what you have to say about donation.

In addition to building a relationship with the family, it
is also very important to listen to the family’s needs in
order to better approach them for donation.

“A chaplain or designated requestor should have the
ability to listen and pick up on something that the family
might be saying to help them better,” said Hahn.

Finally, it is important to remember that when giving the
option of donation to a family, you are letting them make
a choice. When no one approaches a family to ask

about donation, that choice is essentially made for them.

“A lot of people have misunderstandings about donation

today,” said Hahn. “There is no greater gift than being
a donor; there is no greater love than donation.”
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